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Selection  of  Architects  and  Engineers 

This  amendment  of  the  Federal  Pro¬ 
curement  Regulations  prescribes  two  new 
forms  (Standard  Form  254,  Architect- 
Engineer  and  Related  Services  Question¬ 
naire,  and  Standard  form  255,  Architect- 
Engineer  and  Related  Services  Question¬ 
naire  for  Specific  Project)  to  replace  the 
existing  Standard  Form  251,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Architect-Engineer  Question¬ 
naire.  The  amendment  also  clarifies  the 
procedures  concerning  the  preparation  of 
notices  placed  in  the  Commerce  Business 
Daily. 

PART  1-1— GENERAL 

Subpart  1-1.10 — Publicizing  Procurement 
Actions 

Section  1-1.1003-3  is  amended,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  1—1.1003—3  Special  areas  of  negotia¬ 
tion. 

•  *  *  •  • 

(c)  Architect -engineer  and  related 
services  with  fees  over  $10,000.  For  each 
contract  for  which  the  fee  is  expected  to 
exceed  $10,000,  a  notice  of  intention  to 
contract  for  architect-engineer  services 
shall  be  published  in  the  Synopsis.  The 
notice  shall  be  prepared  in  accordance 
with  S  l-1.1003-7(b)  (9)  and  shall  solicit 
submission  of  Standard  Form  254,  Archi¬ 
tect-Engineer  and  Related  Services 
Questionnaire,  and,  when  applicable, 
Standard  Form  255,  Architect-Engineer 
and  Related  Services  Questionnaire  for 
Specific  Project,  from  those  persons  or 
firms  that  are  eligible  for  consideration 
but  do  not  have  current  data  on  file  with 
the  procuring  agency  or  office.  The  notice 
will  be  published  sufficiently  in  advance 
to  afford  the  architect-engineer  firms  an 
adequate  opportunity  to  submit  to  the 
procurement  Office  a  statement  of  quali¬ 
fications  and  performance  data  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  expected  requirements  of 
that  procurement  office.  Synopses  of  con¬ 
tract  awards  shall  be  in  accordance  with 
§  1-1.1004. 

•  *  •  *  * 

Section  1-1.1003-7 (b)  is  amended,  as 
follows: 

§  1—1.1003—7  Preparation  and  transmit¬ 
tal. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(b)  •  *  * 

(9)  Architect-engineer  services  project 
notice.  Each  notice  publicizing  procure¬ 
ment  of  architectural  and/or  engineer¬ 
ing  services  shall  be  headed  “R.  Archi¬ 
tect-Engineer  Services.”  The  project 
shall  be  listed  with  a  brief  statement 
concerning  the  location,  scope  of  service 
required,  and,  where  applicable,  the  rela¬ 
tive  importance  of  the  significant  evalua¬ 
tion  factors,  the  construction  cost  limi¬ 
tation,  type  of  contract  proposed,  the 
estimated  start  and  completion  dates, 
and  the  date  by  which  responses  to  the 
notice  must  be  received.  Appropriate 
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statements  shall  be  made  concerning  any 
specialized  qualifications,  security  classi¬ 
fications,  and  limitations  on  eligibility  for 
consideration.  Qualifications  or  perform¬ 
ance  data  required  from  architect-en¬ 
gineer  Anns  shall  be  described.  The  fore¬ 
going  data  shall  be  followed  by  the  state¬ 
ment  “Firms  desiring  consideration  shall 
submit  appropriate  data  as  described  in 
Numbered  Note  63.  This  is  not  a  request 
for  a  proposal.”  The  name  of  the  respon¬ 
sible  procurement  office  shall  then  be 
shown  complete  with  its  full  address  and 
telephone  number.  The  numbered  note 
will  appear  in  each  issue  of  the  Com¬ 
merce  Business  Daily  as  follows: 

"63.  Architect-Engineer  firms  which  meet 
the  requirements  described  In  this  announce¬ 
ment  are  Invited  to  submit:  (1)  a  Standard 
Form  264,  Architect-Engineer  and  Related 
Services  Questionnaire,  (2)  a  Standard  Form 
265,  Architect-Engineer  and  Related  Services 
Questionnaire  for  Specific  Project,  and  (3) 
any  requested  supplemental  data,  to  the 
procurement  office  shown.  Firms  having  a 
current  Standard  Form  264  on  file  with  the 
procurement  office  shown  are  not  required  to 
resubmit  this  form.  Firms  responding  to  this 
announcement  before  the  closing  date  will  be 
considered  for  selection,  subject  to  any  limi¬ 
tations  Indicated  with  respect  to  size  and 
geographic  location  of  firm,  specialized  tech¬ 
nical  expertise,  or  other  requirements  as 
listed  Following  an  Initial  evaluation  of  the 
qualification  and  performance  data  sub¬ 
mitted,  three  or  more  firms  considered  to  be 
the  most  highly  qualified  to  provide  the 
services  required  will  be  chosen  for  Interview. 
The  contract  for  architectural  and/or  engi¬ 
neering  services  will  be  negotiated.  Selection 
of  an  architect-engineer  firm  for  negotiation 
shall  be  based  on  demonstrated  competence 
and  qualifications  necessary  for  the  satis¬ 
factory  performance  of  the  type  of  profes¬ 
sional  services  required.  Including  any  special 
qualifications  required  by  the  procuring 
agency.  Firms  desiring  to  register  for  con¬ 
sideration  for  future  projects  administered 
by  the  procurement  office  (subject  to  specific 
requirements  for  Individual  projects)  are 
encouraged  to  submit  annually  a  statement 
of  qualifications  and  performance  data 
utilizing  Standard  Form  254,  Architect- 
Engineer  and  Related  Services  Question¬ 
naire." 


PART  1-4 — SPECIAL  TYPES  AND 
METHODS  OF  PROCUREMENT 

Subpart  1-4.10 — Architect-Engineer 
Services 

(Section  1-4.1004  is  amended,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  1—4.1004  Selection. 

§  1—4.1004—1  Establishment  of  archi¬ 
tect-engineer  evaluation  boards. 

*  •  •  •  * 

(b)  No  firm  or  organization  shall  be 
eligible  for  consideration  for  a  contract 
during  the  period  in  which  any  of  its 
principals  or  associates  are  participating 
as  members  of  the  procuring  agency’s 
evaluation  board. 

§  1—4.1004—2  Functions  of  the  evalua¬ 
tion  boards. 

Under  the  general  authority  of  the 
agency  head's  technical  staff,  the  agency 
architect-engineer  evaluation  boards 
shall  perform  the  functions  prescribed  by 
this  section. 


(a)  Collect  and  maintain  current  data 
files  on  architect-engineer  firms,  in¬ 
cluding  information  on  the  qualifications 
of  their  members  and  key  employees  and 
past  experience  on  various  types  of  con¬ 
struction  projects.  Standard  Form  254, 
Architect-Engineer  and  Related  Services 
Questionnaire,  as  supplemented  (when 
applicable)  by  Standard  Form  255, 
Architect-Engineer  and  Related  Serv¬ 
ices  Questionnaire  for  Specific  Project 
shall  be  used  for  this  purpose.  Informa¬ 
tion  from  other  sources  (such  as  other 
clients,  other  members  of  the  profession, 
managers  or  occupants  of  facilities  pre¬ 
viously  designed,  and  assessments  by 
the  procuring  agency  itself  on  prior  proj¬ 
ects  awarded  to  a  firm)  may  also  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  files. 

(b)  When  procurement  of  architect- 
engineer  services  is  proposed,  the  board 
shall  review  the  current  data  files  on 
eligible  firms,  including  files  established 
on  receipt  of  Standard  Form  254  and 
Standard  Form  255,  when  applicable, 
in  response  to  the  public  notice  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  contract.  The  board  shall  evalu¬ 
ate  the  firms  in  accordance  with 
§  1-4.1004-3.  After  making  this  review 
and  technical  evaluation,  the  board 
shall  hold-  discussions  with  not  less  than 
three  of  the  most  highly  qualified  firms 
regarding  anticipated  concepts  and 
relative  utility  of  alternative  methods  of 
approach  for  furnishing  the  required 
services.  Architect-engineer  fees  shall 
not  be  considered  in  these  discussions. 

(c)  Prepare  a  report  for  submission  to 
the  agency  head  or  his  authorized  rep¬ 
resentative  recommending,  in  the  order 
of  preference,  no  less  than  three  firms 
that  are  considered  most  highly  quali¬ 
fied  to  perform  the  required  services. 
This  report  shall  include  in  sufficient 
detail  the  extent  of  the  evaluation  and 
review  and  the  considerations  upon 
which  the  recommendations  were  based. 

•  •  *  •  • 

§  1—4.1004—4  Action  by  agency  head  or 

his  authorized  representative. 

(a)  The  agency  head  (or  the  respon¬ 
sible  official  to  whom  the  authority  has 
been  delegated)  shall  review  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  architect-engi¬ 
neer  evaluation  board  and  shall,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  appropriate  technical  and 
staff  representatives,  make  the  final  se¬ 
lection,  in  the  order  of  preference,  of  the 
firms  considered  best  qualified  to  per¬ 
form  the  work.  Should  that  final  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  best  qualified  firms  be  other 
than  as  recommended  by  the  architect- 
engineer  evaluation  board,  the  agency 
head  shall  provide  a  complete  written 
documentation  of  his  decision  which 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  contract  file. 

*  *  *  +  + 


PART  1-16— PROCUREMENT  FORMS 

The  table  of  contents  for  Part  1-16 
is  amended  to  revise  §  1-16.803,  to  delete 
§  1-16.901-251,  and  to  add  §§  1-16.901- 
254  and  1-16.901-255,  as  follows: 

Sec. 

1-16.803  Architect-Engineer  and  Re¬ 
lated  Services  Question¬ 
naire. 
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Sec. 

1-16.901-254  Standard  Perm  254,  Archi¬ 
tect-Engineer  and  Related 
Services  Questionnaire. 
1-16.901-255  Standard  Form  256,  Archi¬ 
tect-Engineer  and  Related 
Services  Questionnaire  for 
Specific  Project. 

Subpart  1-16.8 — Miscellaneous  Forms 

Section  1-16.803  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  1—16.803  Architect-Engineer  and  Re¬ 
lated  Services  Questionnaire. 

(a)  The  Architect-Engineer  and  Re¬ 
lated  Services  Questionnaire  (Standard 
Form  254)  is  designed  to  provide  for 
uniform  presentation,  by  architectural 
and/or  engineering  firms,  of  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  their  general  professional 
qualifications.  This  form  shall  be  used 


whenever  an  agency  desires  to  obtain 
such  information  for  use  in  contracting 
for  services  of  an  architectural  and/or 
engineering  nature  relating  to  construc¬ 
tion,  alteration,  or  repair  of  buildings, 
bridges,  roads,  or  other  kinds  of  real 
property.  Services  related  to  construc¬ 
tion  include  planning,  engineering  stud¬ 
ies,  investigations,  development  of  de¬ 
sign,  preparation  of  plans  and  specifica¬ 
tions,  and  inspection  and  supervision  of 
work  performed  during  the  construction 
period. 

(b)  Architect-Engineering  and  Re¬ 
lated  Services  Questionnaire  for  Specific 
Project  (Standard  Form  255)  is  designed 
to  supplement  Standard  Form  254 ;  it  will 
be  used  to  secure  additional,  specific  de¬ 
tailed  information  on  the  prospective 
firms’  qualifications  for  a  particular 
project.  This  supplemental  form  shall 


be  used  to  secure  such  supplemental  data 
whenever  the  fee  for  the  project  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  exceed  $10,000.  The  form  may 
also  be  used  for  those  projects  for  which 
the  fee  is  estimated  at  less  than  $10,000 
when  it  is  determined  to  be  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Government. 

(c)  Use  of  the  forms  prescribed  in 
paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  section  is 
not  required  in  the  procurement  of  archi¬ 
tectural  and/or  engineering  services  re¬ 
lated  to  construction,  alteration,  repair, 
processing  and  assembling  of  vessels,  air¬ 
craft,  or  other  kinds  of  personal  property. 

Subpart  1-16.9 — Illustrations  of  Forms 

Section  1-16.901-251  is  deleted  in  its 
entirety. 

Section  1-16.901-254  is  added  to  illus¬ 
trate  a  new  Standard  Form  254. 
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of  Standard  Form  254 
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(f)  Page  6  of  Standard  Form  254 
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(g)  Page  7  of  Standard  Form  254, 
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e)  Page  5  of  Standard  Form  255. 

Brief  Resume  of  Key  Persons,  Specialists,  and  Individual  Consultants  Anticipated  for  this  Project 
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(h)  Page  8  of  Standard  Form  255 
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NOTICE  TO  FEDERAL  REGISTER  READERS 


As  part  of  its  continuing  program  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  daily  FEDERAL  REGISTER  and  CODE  OF 
FEDERAL  REGULATIONS,  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Register  is  soliciting  the  views  of  interested  persons  on  the 
effectiveness  of  individual  Federal  Register  documents  and  on  regulations  contained  in  the  CODE  OF  FEDERAL 
REGULATIONS. 

Our  goal  is  twofold: 

First — to  make  each  document  published  in  the  FEDERAL  REGISTER  easily  understandable,  thus  making 
'  compliance  easier,  more  efficient,  and  less  costly;  and 
Second — to  identify  and  correct  any  existing  Federal  regulations  which  are  obsolete,  unnecessarily  wordy, 
or  unclearly  stated. 

We  believe  this  effort  is  consistent  with  the  objectives  stated  by  President  Ford  in  his  October  8th  speech  on 
the  economy  in  which  he  announced  “a  joint  effort  by  the  Congress,  the  executive  branch  and  the  private  sector  to 
identify  and  eliminate  existing  Federal  rules  and  regulations  that  increase  costs  to  the  consumer  without  any  good 
reason  in  today’s  economic  climate.” 

The  Office  of  the  Federal  Register  welcomes  your  comments  and  suggestions.  The  survey  blank  below  is 
provided  for  that  purpose.  All  comments  received  will  be  maintained  in  a  public  docket  and  will  be  available  for 
inspection  in  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Register  to  any  interested  persons  or  agencies.  Comments  which  point  out 
the  need  for  substantive  changes  in  existing  regulations  also  will  be  forwarded  to  the  responsible  agency. 

I.  For  the  following  reasons  I  found  it  difficult  to  understand  the  document  from 
_ — _ in  column _ ,  page  ~ _ of  the _ issue  of  the 

(agency)  (date) 

Federal  Register: 

□  only  technical  language  was  used;  □  document  contained  long  and  difficult  sentences; 

□  preamble  did  not  contain  a  clear  and  concise  explanation  of  the  document’s  purpose; 

□  other  (explain)  _ 


II.  I  believe  that  the  requirement (s)  contained  in: 


A.  The  document  from _ in  column _ ,  page _ of  the 

(agency) 

issue  of  the  Federal  Register,  or 

(date) 

B.  Section(s) _ : _ of  Title _ of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations 


impose (s)  an:  □  unnecessary;  □  unreasonable;  □  impractical;  or  □  obsolete 
requirement  on  those  persons  subject  to  that  regulation. 

My  reasons  are: _ 


III.  (Optional)  I  suggest  that  the  provision (s)  mentioned  above  be  rewritten  as  follows: 


Please  mail  to : 

Office  of  the  Federal  Register 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service 
General  Services  Administration 
Washington,  D.C.  20408 


Name  and  address  (optional) 


